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The Canadian Centre for Elder Law Studies is proud to announce the upcoming Canadian Conference on Elder Law at the Sheraton Wall Centre in Vancouver, British Columbia on October 29 and 30, 2005. This public conference – the first of its kind in Canada – will bring together a diverse group of internationally recognized experts in the area of elder law. Over 160 participants consisting of elder law academics, lawyers, health specialists, researchers, community members, professional groups, and other interested individuals, will gather to exchange knowledge and cutting-edge ideas on an array of legal topics pertinent to older adults. Panel presentations, workshops and plenary talks will cover a broad range of topics including elder abuse, assisted living, regulation of long-term health facilities, private care agreements, wills, estates, trusts and reverse mortgages. The conference aims to improve public access to an ever-expanding knowledge base in the area of elder law, with the ultimate goal of reducing the vulnerability, isolation and abuse of older adults. Papers presented at the conference will be published in the first issue of the Canadian Journal of Elder Law, Canada’s first academic journal to focus on the emerging area of elder law.

A highlight of the Canadian Conference on Elder Law will be the keynote address of the Honourable Flora MacDonald. Ms. MacDonald served as a distinguished Parliamentarian from 1972 to1988 and has received numerous regional, national and international awards including the Order of Canada (1993), a Companion of the Order of Canada (1999), and the Pearson Peace Medal (1999). In 1999, Ms. MacDonald was Co-Chair of Canada’s national committee for its participation in the UN International Year of Older Persons. 

Another main event at the conference will be the inaugural Distinguished Lecture by Nancy Coleman. Ms. Coleman is the Program Officer of the Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Foundation, responsible for their aging program. Ms. Coleman has extensive experience in the area of elder law, having served more than 25 years as the director of the American Bar Association’s Commission on Law and Aging.
The conference will also feature three renowned plenary speakers: Judith Wahl, the founder and executive director of the Advocacy Centre for the Elderly in Toronto; Richard Kaplan, the Peer and Sarah Pederson Professor of Law at the University of Illinois and co-author of Elder Law in a Nutshell; and Madam Justice Marion Allan, a Judge of the Supreme Court of British Columbia.

The Canadian Conference on Elder Law has received funding from the Law Commission of Canada, Vancouver Coastal Health, BC Housing, the UBC Faculty of Law, the Fraser Health Authority, the Public Guardian and Trustee, Lexis Nexis, Einfeld Watts and Spry Hawkins Micner. The Canadian Centre for Elder Law Studies, a Division of the British Columbia Law Institute, develops and maintains a vigorous educational outreach programme as well as encouraging research and scholarship in the area of elder law. For more information on the Centre, please visit: http://www.ccels.ca/.
