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Advisory Committee Members

Shashi Assanand

Shashi Assanand, Founder and Executive Director of the Vancouver & Lower Mainland Mul-
ticultural Family Support Services Society, is a Registered Social Worker and has worked
with the Immigrant communities for over 34 years. She has extensive counseling and ad-
vocacy experience in working with immigrant and refugees (families, youth and women).
She is a trained and experienced mediator in family and community disputes. She is very
actively involved in the areas of multiculturalism and women’s issues locally, provincially
and nationally.

Penny Bain

Penny Bain B.A., L.L.B., L.L.M,, is a retired member of the BC Law Society and former Execu-
tive Director of the BC Centre for Elder Advocacy and Support (BCCEAS). During her career
she worked for seven years as the Executive Director of the BC Institute Against Family Vio-
lence and fourteen years as a senior manager with the BC legal aid plan. In her retirement
she serves on the boards of directors of BCCEAS and Women Against Violence Against
Women.

Anne Beveridge

Anne Beveridge B.Sc., LL.B., LL.M,, is a semi-retired lawyer who teaches part-time online for
Thompson Rivers University Open Learning Business Faculty. She has a continuing interest
in access to justice issues having spent several years as a poverty lawyer at the North Shore
Community Law Office and later as a client services manager at the BC Legal Services Socie-
ty (legal aid). Until recently she provided pro bono legal services at the Silver Harbour Sen-
iors’ Centre in North Vancouver—a role that has given her first hand insight into difficulties
faced by aging women.

Elsie Dean

Elsie Dean has been active since retirement working for the rights of elders and in particu-
lar women elders. As President of the Board of Directors of 411 Seniors Centre Society



(1977) she is helping the Society develop new programs and services that will meet the
needs of elders now and in the future.

Donna Dickison

Donna Dickison worked in a long-term facility for 29 years. She was very involved with her
trade union, the Hospital Employees Union, for many years, serving as local shop steward
and chairperson, as well as in her local community. She is a member of the Aboriginal
Women's Action Network. Donna has been retired for the last five years.

Jill Hightower

Jill Hightower continues to be a strong advocate for older women. She retired as Executive
Director of the BC Institute Against Family Violence in 1998. She then became a founding
partner in a small research and education consulting group focused on public policy, health
and social issues affecting older women. Jill has published and presented papers in print, at
conferences in North America and Europe, and at community forums across Canada. Jill is a
Co-Chair and a member of the board of directors of the BC Association of Community Re-
sponse Networks.

Linda Light

Linda light has worked in the area of violence against women, children, and older people
for over 30 years, 22 of those in the provincial government and the last eight as a consult-
ant. She has helped develop cross-sector policies, training initiatives, and a wide range of
educational resources; conducted research, and written extensively in this field.

Bella Maude

Bella Maud is a 70 years old Metis woman from Winnipeg. Before retirement, she held cler-
ical positions in a number of hospitals, and in 1989 started to work for the Hospital Em-
ployees Union. She remains a union activist. Upon early retirement in 2000 she was co-
chair of the South Vancouver Health Committee. She currently volunteers for Aunt Leah’s,
which helps mothers with housing, living skills, and other needs and supports youth com-
ing out of foster care. She has three children of her own.

Gertrude Pierre

Gertrude Pierre is a Sechelt Nation Elder and a residential school survivor. Attending resi-
dential school for 10 years did not hold Gertrude back. After years of healing she graduated
with a Bachelor of Social Work in 2011 at the age of 65. She currently works with the Abo-
riginal Front Door Society and the Vancouver Aboriginal Community Policing Centre to
help people in the Downtown East Side.



Andrea Rolls

Andrea Rolls worked nearly 30 years in provincial government providing community su-
pervision of offenders and family court mediation and conciliation, as well as senior policy
planning and advice to government on victim services, restorative justice and crime pre-
vention programs. Her particular interest in elder law reform resulted from involvement
with the BC Adult Abuse and Neglect Prevention Collaborative and activities that demon-
strated how law reform and accessibility to justice could improve the safety and well-being
of older adults. Andrea is a member of the BC Law Institute’s board of directors and is en-
thusiastic that BCLI's work includes community input to inform and identify new areas for
law reform.

Carol Ross

Carol Ross is Executive Director of Parent Support Services Society of BC (PSS). She has ex-
tensive experience in community based advocacy and resource development, especially in
areas relating to Family and Poverty Law. PSS provides a unique focus on researching and
developing supportive resources and programs on and for Grandparents Raising Grand-
children and other kinship care providers.

The Honourable Madam Justice Lynn Smith

Lynn Smith, B.A,, LL.B., LL.D. (Hon.) was appointed to the Supreme Court of British Colum-
bia in 1998. She served as a Justice of that Court until her retirement from the bench in
2012.1In 2005-06, she was Executive Director of the National Judicial Institute, on second-
ment from the Court. She is a Judicial Associate of the National Judicial Institute and serves
on the faculty of the Charter and Evidence Workshops as well as the New Federally-
Appointed Judges Program. She has been involved in international judicial education ex-
changes with China, Scotland, Ghana and Viet Nam.

Prior to her appointment as a judge, she practised law, specializing in civil litigation. She
taught law at the University of British Columbia 1981-97 in areas including Constitutional
Law, Evidence, Civil Litigation, and Real Property. She has published books and articles in
the fields of Charter equality rights, civil litigation and evidence, human rights, and wom-
en's equality. She was Dean of the U.B.C. Law Faculty 1991-97.



